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the works of any great German writer is ever heard
among the lower classes. But in England, the lan-
guage of the noble is the language of the poor. In
Parliament, in pulpits, in theatres, when the speakers
rise to thought and passion, the language becomes
idiomatic; the people in the street best understand
the best words. And their language seems drawn
from the Bible, the common law, and the works of
Shakspeare, Bacon, Milton, Pope, Young, Cowper,
Burns, and Scott. The island has produced two or
three of the greatest men that ever existed, but they
were not solitary in their own time. Men quickly
embodied what Newton found out, in Greenwich
observatories, and practical navigation. The boys
know all that Hutton knew of strata, or Dal ton of
atoms, or Harvey of blood-vessels; and these studies,
once dangerous, are in fashion. So what is invented
or known in agriculture, or in trade, or in war, or in
art, or in literature, and antiquities. A great ability,
not amassed on a few giants, but poured into the
general mind, so that each of them could at a pinch
stand in the shoes of the other; and they are more
bound in character, than differenced in ability or in
rank. The labourer is a possible lord. The lord is
a possible basket-maker. Every man carries the
English system in his brain, knows what is confided
to him, and does therein the best he can. The
chancellor carries England on his mace, the midship-
man at the point of his dirk, the smith on his hammer,
the cook in the bowl of his spoon; the postilion cracks
his whip for England, and the sailor times his oars to
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